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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series 
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to users 
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International 
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related 
topics, which thus become accessible in searches of the ERIC database. 
Ordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of 
the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collection: 



Antes, Carole A. 
TEACHER SELF- ASSESSMENT AND 
ANALYSIS OF FEEDBACK TO 
STUDENT MISCUES DURING 
ORAL READING 

Barnhart, Nikki Clark 
THE HUMOR FOUND IN BAfAL 
READERS APPROPRIATE TO SECOND 
AND FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS 

Casbergue, Renee Michelet 
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE CLOZE 
READING INVENTORY AS A QUALI- 
TATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE MEASURE 
OF THE READING PROFICIENCY OF 
SELECTED SUBURBAN SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Daugherty, Roy Arthur 
USING READING ABILITY LEVELS TO 
DETERMINE APPROPRIATENESS OF 
SCHOOL PLACEMENT 

Fisher, Alice Shields 
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE MAZE 
PROCEDURE IN ASSESSING READING 
LEVELS OF INCARCERATED ADULTS: 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

Kirkpatrick, Jeanetta Kay 
AN EXAMINATION OF THE OCCURRENCES 
OF NARRATIVE AND EXPOSITORY TEXT 
STRUCTURES AND THE INSTRUCTION 
FOR THE TWO TEXT STRUCTURES IN SIX 
BASAL READING SERIES 

Montgomery, Laura E. 
A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIPS OF 
READABILTIY AMONG ELEMENTARY 
SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS ADOPTED BY TEXAS 
USING FIVE MEASURES 



Sapp, Dolores Wenter 
A COMPARISON OF THE SUBTESTS 
OF THE GESELL SCHOOL READINESS 
SCREENING TEST AS PREDICTORS OF 
READING ACHIEVEMENT 

Seeber, Suzanne Rapier 

THE PRESENCE AND FUNCTION OF 

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIALS IN NINTH 

GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES AND SCIENCE 

TEXTS 

Starshine, Dorothy 

THE VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY 

OF A TEN PERCENT RANDOM DELETION 

CLOZE TEST FOR ASSIGNING STUDENTS 

TO CONTENT AREA TEXTBOOKS 

Stephens, Cora Joan 
DETERMINING THE ABILITY OF THE 
WASHINGTON PRE-COLLEGE TEST ENG- 
LISH COMPOSITE SCORES AND HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADE POINT AVERAGE TO 
PREDICT COLLEGE ENGLISH GRADES 
AND OVERALL COLLEGE GRADE POINT 
AVERAGES AND IDENTIFYING VARI- 
BLES THAT AFFECT WPCT COMPOSITE 
SCORES FOR STUDENTS AT EASTERN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
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TEACHER SELF- ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS OF 
FEEDBACK TO STUDENT MISCUES DURING ORAL READING 

OrderNo.DA6509l30 

Amtis, Camoli A., Ph.D. fnd'mns State University, 1964. 200pp. 
Chairperson: David Waterman 

The purpose nf this study was to develop a means by which 
tsar hen could systematically analyze their verbal feedback to 
students' miscues during oral reading instruction and to determine H 
seN-essessment would result in changes in feedback patterns related 
to selection, form, and timing. 

Two instruments were utilized: (1) The Miscue Feedback Form 
(MFF), which was designed to code salient variables of teacher 
feedback and (2) the Feedback Summary Survey (FSS), which was 
daoirjncd to draw teachers* attention to their patterns of feedback and 
orientations toward reading. 

The ample included six teachers, comprising an entire primary 
staff inan elementary school in Terre Haute, Indiana, and one of eech 
teacher's regular reading groups. In phase one of the study the 
feedback of each teacher to 60 miscues was audio taped and then 
coded by the researcher using the MFF. In phase two, teachers 
participated m self assessment by analyzing the first 20 of the SO 
miscues, completing the MFF end FSS. In phase three, the feedback 
to 60 additional miscues was again recorded end coded by the 
reeeercher using the MFF. Chi-Square analysis was utilized to 
determine the significance of observed changes between pre- and 
poot-essessriient feedback. 

The findings of the study supported the following conclusions: 

(1) The MFF end FSS are viable instruments for self -assessment 

(2) Change* in post-assessment patterns, generally in the direction 
considered deeirabie by reading authorities, were obeerved following 
ssl assees m s nt when rrrr^T — r n m % ^ ~^~ir H The 
rolettonahip between es» ssnnnm and n't ft- ^ 

thie study. <4) There le a retaionehip between isf-eeeoesmont end 

form of feedback: (a) Chengee ere generally from uttemga 

feedbeck pattern in which one or two preferred forme are dominant to 
a more flexible use of various forms, and (b) Self -assessment has 
leest effect on the use of context clues which are observed relatively 
infrequently. (5) There is a relationship between self-assessment end 
timing of feedback: (a) Changes are toward more delayed feedbeck, 
which lean uncommon pattern, and (b) Delaying feedback to the next 
sentence break or after is the most uncommon pattern events 

increeeed usee: this type of timing followed self r 



THE HUMOR FOUND IN BASAL READERS APPROPRIATE TO 
SECOND AND FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS 

Order No. DA8506402 

Basnhaut, Nikki Clark, Eo.D. University of Maryland, 1984. 224pp. 
Supervisor: Dr. Robert M Wilson 

interest in the topic of humor has stemmed from beliefs that humor 
is connected with other phases of development, end that humor 
i when the cognitive demands of the situation are congruent with 



the level of the child. A descriptive study was plannsd to investigate 
the humor f ound in second and fourth grade baaale to determine 
types of humor included, the formats of humor, patterns and trends, 
and the directions concerning humor found in teachers* manuals. 

The literature indicated that humor may begin somewhere in the 
first two years of life, and that stages of humor development which 
may be linked to cognitive stages are undergone. Language le 
important in humor, for much humor is created by violating the rulee 
of grammar and language. Children enjoy humorous literature, 
although there are differences in individual preferences. 

Basal readers chosen for the study were the four series most used 
in the local area. These included thoee published by Oinn; Harcourt, 
Brace end Jovanovich; Holt Rinehart and Winston; and Scott 
Foreeman. Rater reiafatty waa eefcbNehed by a plot study as 91 .7%. 
Data ware anslvxad by rtf nfrfmn numerical I n form ation on tablaa and 
graphs, and by deecribmg whet was found In the hssels Examples of 
v ...» the formate, and inetructiono were given. 



Three main types of humor, Character, Situational, and Verbal, 
were found, end these could be divided into subgroups. Examples of 
eech type and subgroup were found at both levels, but esch subgroup 
was not found in each basal. All formats were used in the bassls. In 
both grades, pictures were the least used format. Text was the most 
used in fourth grade and conversation most used in second. 

Second grade basats seemed to show some similarities in 
patterma of humor, but variations were found in fourth. A trend toward 
using more verbal humor was found in fourth grade, and more 
character humor was used in second. Both levels contained 
approximately the same amounts of situational humor. Instructions 
concerning humor in teschers' manuals were infrequent at both the 
second end fourth grade levels. Those mat were found mainly 
concerned situational humor. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE CLOZE READING INVENTORY 
AS A QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE MEASURE OF THE 
READING PROFICIENCY OF SELECTED SUBURBAN SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 0rder No - DAS507562 

Casbcmue, Rcnee Micheiet, Ph.D. University o1 New Orleans, 1964. 
198pp. 

The Cloze Reading Inventory (CRI) was developed by De Santi as 
a means of evaluating readers' comprehension abilities based on 
mdepth analyse of their responses to cloze passages. The CRI 
scoring methoo yielded four scores that provided quantitative and 
qualitative estimates of readers' proficiency in using semantic* and 
syntax to construct meaning from text Sullivan's preliminary 
investigations of the validity and reliability of the CRI based on original 
cloze passages developed for grades 3. 5, 7, 9. and 1 1 indicated that 
the instrument possessed adequate validity and reliability, although 
some refinements were needed. m 

One purpose of this study was to extend the CRI by including new 
pewsrjii developed for grades 4. 6. 8. 10. and 1 2. end testing the 
validity and n debility of the passages. Further, this study wss 
conductsd to investigate the effects of vsrious refinements on the 

CRTs veHdity and ratability. Finally, the ^^^JS^ 

wnofcor useful qualitative l^dgemenuabout 

proficiency could by made besed on the scoring method employed oy 

^cE» passages developed for this study were adinintoteredto 408 
chidren selected from a large suburban school sy^em. The 
S^onmL pesseges were correlated with thwr^on the 
£3eheneive Test of Basic Skills ss a measure of ti^CWa 
current and predictive validity The ^^^^^^T 
andmeelternate forms reliability of passa^^e^drtemjned. 

Theresults of this study indicated that the CRI doesPOS£» 
adequate vafidity end reliability, although statistically ^niflcant 

were noted between forms at each grade level. Poet-hoc 
mSSmMcaM. however, that the CRI is mostvahd and/eKaWe 
SSTree, rather than four, passages •^ncludedjrt rf 
level. Further, when only three pesseges ere used Jew drnansnawrt 
Z^^tocence* are noted between forms. C^aliUtiveanalyeia 
S students* responses Indicated that much useful diagnose 
information about students* reading proficiency can be obtfned 

Baied ui> llieee reeults, it is concluded that the CRI can pea 
vebiMe addition to the reeding ee eee em e nt inatrumenta cunenfy 
avaMbte to teachers. 
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USING READING ABILITY LEVELS TO DETERMINE 
APPROPRIATENESS OF SCHOOL PLACEMENT 

OrderNo. DA8508941 
Dauqn0Vty, Roy Arthur, Ph.D. University of Coioredo *t Boulder, 
1964. 124pp. Director HaxJett Wubben 

This otudy investigated thi problem of whether there is a 
relelftonohip between reeding ability and achievement and whether 
reading ability can be uaad to determine the appropriateneee of 
atudent placement into learning stituatfona. This was done by 
determining the relationehip of reading ability to class grades and the 
ro irt to n e h tp of class grades to the discrepancy between reading 
abiltyandreadabirty. 

The tested population consisted of 170 high school sophomores 
and Juniors (263 cases) enroled in sociaJ studies courses. 

The data that were cotocted included: (1) Reading ability, using 
the California Achievement Test Form D, Level 19; (2) Readability 
levels for textbooks and final examinations using the Fry Readability 
Teet;(3) The discrepancy between student reading ability and the 
reedabftty levels of course materiais students were expected to read; 
(4) Student attitudes toward schooling using the Student Opinion 
OueetJonwe (SOO), developed by Lary Johnson and R.W.Faunce 
♦or the Minneapolis Public Schools; and (5) Quarter grades and final 
examination grades for each student. 

This research established that (1) The readability levels of 
textboo ks in classrooms often exceeds the reading ability of the 
students who use them. Textbook readability was more than one 
grade higher than reading ability in 33.3 percent of the cases; 
examination readability waa more than one grade higher than reading 
ebUty in 38.7 percent of the cases. (2) A strong association between 
reeding ability and achievement indicates that the higher student 
reading ability, the higher achievement on final examinations and 
course grades (3) Reading ability is strongly associated with final 
gradee and can be used as a predictor erf acnievement. (4) A 
significant relationship between student achievement and the 
tiocreponcy between student reading ability and the readability level 
of course materials indicates that the more negative the discrepancy, 
the tower the level of achievement. (5) Low reading ability ia strongly 
aaoociatad with course and examination failure. On final examinations 
the failure rates for elementary reading level students was 100.0 
percent; for junior high reading level students, 513 percent; and for 
eenior high reading level students, 12^ percent (6) Some students 
are inappropriately placed. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE MAZE PROCEDURE IN 
ASSESSING READING LEVELS OF INCARCERATED ADULTS: 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

OrderNo. DA6512120 
FtSMt*. Auca Shields, Eo.D. Texas Southern University, 1984. 118pp. 
Adviaer: Sumpter L. Brooks, II 

The purpose of this investigation waa to determine whether 
significant correlations exist between comprehension and vocabulary 
scores on the maze procedure test and the Gates-MacQinrtie Reading 
Teets when these instruments are administered to incarcerated 
adults. The investigator conducted this investigation during the spring 
of 1*3. The sample (N > 299) from the population (N > 1,300) was 
randomly selected from alphabetical class rosters of the ten Texaa 
Department of Corrections units randomly selected for this 
mvestigetion. Subjects attended regular academic ciaaaaa in the 
Wtndhem School System (Texas Department of Correctione). For thie 
i nve s tiga tion, the Teat of Adult Basic Education, Level M, Form I, 
reeding scores were used to classify readers as proficient (Group A) 
or nonproficient (Group B) Subjects with a reeding ecore of 6.0 lot. 0 
were identified aa proficient readers (N - 174). Subje ct s w ith a 
reading ecore of 4.0 to 6 J were identified ee nonproteiant readori <N 
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- 125). The predicted variables in this investigation were 
comprehension and vocabulary scores obtained from the Gates- 
MscGinltie Reading Test, while comprehension and vocabulary 
scores obtained from the maze procedure test served as predictor 
variables To determine whether sigr ificant correlations existed 
between predicted and predictor variables, the investigator used the 
Pearson Product-Moment Correlation (r) method. The .05 level of 
probabirty was uaedes a criterion to support or not to support the 
null hypotheses. 

When compering comprehension and vocabulary scores from the 
maze procedure test with comprehension and vocabulary acoree from 
the Gates-MacGinWe Reading Teats using proficient and 
nonproficient incarcerated adult readers, It waa concluded thet 
significant and positive correlations existed between the t**o 
measures. This investigation should be replirsted in other 
instructional settings re p re sen t i n g adult reader* with diverse goals, 
feeding abMtiee, attttudea. motivationa, and backgrounds to confirm 
or c hal le n ge the reaults of this investigation. 



AN EXAMINATION OF THE OCCURRENCES OF NARRATIVE 
AND EXPOSITORY TEXT STRUCTURES ANO THE 
INSTRUCTION FOR THE TWO TEXT STRUCTURES IN SIX 
BASAL READING SERIES OrderNo. DA851SS46 

Kmkpatrick, Jcanctta Kay, Ph.D. The University of /owa, 1985. 
134pp. Supervisor Jack Bagford 

Ths study wss designed to survey the native frequencies of 
nvrative and expository text structures as wen as the amount of 
instruction for these text types in six basal reading series. The 
tsxtbooks, workbooks, and the teacher's manuals at the 6th grade 
level were analyzed and the data collected from these sourcee 
provided the statistics for comparison. 

The textbook selections were categorized by text structure and 
those with narrative and expository text structures were compered In 
tsrms of number of pages, illustrations, new vocabulary, sentance 
Isngth, and readability. 

The workbook pages were categorized by the text structure of the 
pessage on the page and compared by the presence or absence of 
information or instruction on text structure. 

The suggestions in the teacher's manuals were compared to a 
prototype of instruction, skill development, and activities on tsxt 
structure. 

It was clear that the use of the narrative structure predominatee In 
the teaching of reading in the six basal series at the sixth grsde level. 
The difficulty level was greater for the selection in the textbooks with 
axpository text structure. There were limited occurrences of 
expository and narrative text structure, information or instruction in 
ths workbooks. 

The teacher's manuals did not provide text structure information 
explicitly and consistently and the manuals neglected to provide 
instruction end practice in written expression using a specific text 
structure. 

Suggestions and recommendations for the publisher and the 
practitioner were discussed. 
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A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIPS OF READABILITY 
AMONG ELEMENTARY SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS ADOPTED BY 
TEXAS USING FIVE MEASURES Order No. DA8516731 

MoNTOOMEftY, Laura E., Pm.D. Texas Woman's University, 1985 

AMdabMity is one of the most prominent concerns when selecting 
textbooks. In the fan of 1984 , the Texts Education Agency adopted 
five elementary textbooks for use in grades foui , five, and six. The 
textbooks were pubiahed by Silvor-Burdett; Hoti, Rinehart Winston; 
ScottForeomen; AddieorwWealey; and MerrM. The primary purpoee of 
this study was to examine the rtfe*oner*pt that < 



pubisherr readabttty levels of tie five elementary edorwetextbooke 

the Dale- Chan Readability Formula, the ckne technique, atudorvt 
judgment, and teacher judgment Further, the study sought to 
iniaatioate the differences that existed between girls and boys 
performances on the cloze technique. One hundred thirty one 
Hudents in gradesf our, five, and six from three schools in a large 
auburban school district in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex who had 
pereny c onsent participate* in the study. The results of this study 
tmwaiadthat the Fry Readability Graph produced readability levete 
mom consistent with the reading levels of intermediate grade 
Madams tha n did the Dale-ChaH Readability Formula. No significant 
mMMp^^between the students' cloze performance and the 
ftyandthe DaJe-Chan readability meaaurea. No aignificant 
MM t g nah i p existed between the students 1 judgment and the 
"Khars judgment of reading difficulty and the performance of the 
Mu deret on t he cloze teats. A aignificant relationship existed between 
moiaacn ers judgment of reading difficulty and the readabflity levete 
aslsbtahed by the Fry! Readability Graph, but not with the Dale-ChaH 
neodao nity Formula. Differences in the cloze scotes by sex were not 
aignMcani Significant differences existed between students' 
performance on the cloze and the different textbooks. Teaching 
•jerience apparently did not aid the teachers in judging the 
jeadablMy levels of the science textbooks similarly to the Fry or the 
De£Chall readability measures. Due to the poor performance of the 
lubfectsin this study on the cloze tests and the frustration 

by b« of the groupa. the reooarcherreconmortfe more 
meeercn m vaatigating the cloze technique and other readability 
using science materials. 



THE PRESENCE AND FUNCTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
MATERIALS IN NINTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES AND 
SCIENCE TEXTS Order No. DA851 0245 

SMsea, SuzAiNf Rm*a, Ph.D. Ksnsts State University 1984. 268pp. 

Wustrative materials accompanying expository text is adjunct aide 
are assumed to help the reader understand and remember text. 
Duchastel (1978) considered the functional role illustrative materials 
served with text An illustrative material can be: (a) attentional, by 
enhancing interest and motivation; (b) explicative, by explaining an 
aapact of the topic being presented; or (c) retentional, by facilitating 
storage in and retrieval from memory of the ideas in text 

In this study, a aet of 4 booktote were constructed (No, Attentional, 
Explicative, Retentional) for both a social studies and a science 
pesaaga of approximately 875 wotds. Ninth grade students of either 
average or high reeding abHty reed a paaaage and then complied a 
free recall exerciee. Three days later, they took a (delayed cued 
recap teat over the pesaaga All students completed both i 
wmcn were counwroaMncoo m oroer or aomsMsueoon. 



The independent veriebiee were reeding ability and iauetmlive 
condition. The dependent meeeures were free recall of the main idee 
end detail units (scored by trained raters) and number of correct 
re sp on ses for main idea and detail questions on a delayed cued lest 
of recall about the passage. The free recall and delayed cued recall 
scores were analyzed separately for the social studies and the 
science passage using multivariate analysis of variance. 

Reading ability was found to have the most significant effect on 
free and cued recall scores for both social studies and science. 
IMuctrative condition had no effect on social studies scores. Illustrative 
condition had a aignificant effect on science scores with the No 
Wustrative materials condition providing the highest scores on 
immediate free recall and the Explicative condition providing the 
highest scores fcr delayed cued recall. There was no interaction for 
reading abili* 'nd illustrative condition for either social atudlee or 
science scores 

Implications for study skiMs, classroom teaching, and textbook 
eeiection are discussed with reference to an analysis of illustrative 
ft*terieis in ninth grade social studies and science textbooks which 
waa conducted concurrently. The generally low scores of the 
reten t ional illustrative condition suggest a naod for further raaserch in 
this area while controMing text and learner variables. 



A COMPARISON OF THE SUBTESTS OF THE GESELL 
SCHOOL READINESS SCREENING TEST AS PREDICTORS OF 
READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No. DA 8503935 

Sam, Doloks Wtonw, Eo.D. University of Csntrsl F/ortoe. 1984 
126pp. Major Professor: Patricia C. Manning 

The^ major purpose of this study waa to determine which aubtaeta 
of the GeeeN School Readinaaa Screening Teat are the beat 
predictors of reading achievement The procedure used waa a 
itspwiee multiple regression to determine which subtests were the 
be* predictors of achievement for eac*i reading section of the 
Comprehensive Teat of Basic Skins. 

Seventy-two students from four schools were evaluated for this 
Judy. Three teating instruments were administered to these students. 
Thjr were the OeeeM teat, the Otis*lennon toot and the reading 
* Comprehenaiva Teat of Baric Sua. 



THE VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF A TEN PERCENT 
RANDOM DELETION CLOZE TEST FOR ASSIGNING 
STUDENTS TO CONTENT AREA TEXTBOOKS 

Order No. DA 850463 7 
Starshinc, Dorothy, Pm.D. University of Gsorgis, 1984. 125pp. 
Director George Mason 

The focus of this study was the validity and reliability of 10 percent 
random deletion cloze tests. Since 1953 when Wilsor ^aylor named 
the cloze test and suggested methods for using it, cloze tests using en 
every-ftfth-deletion have been thoroughly validated. Random deletion 
doze tests have not been so well investigated. This study determined 
the significance of 10 percent random deletion cloze teat scores. 

Six fourth-grade classes (n * 1 1 1 ) and six sixth-grade deaeee in 
■ 1 18) took both a teacher-made teat and a 10 percent random 
deletion cloze teat Each teacher created and administered a 30- item 
objective teat. These tests contained a wide variety of question types. 
A computer program produced a 50-item random deletion doze teet 
which always had one word between blanks. The blanks were of 
standard length; first and last sentences were left intact; and answers 
were scored verbatim. 

Both tests were baaed on a social atudiee textbook. To block order 
of adminietration effects, three teacher-made teets were beeed on the 
first half of thepaasaga and three on the eecond half. The cloze teet 
wee baaed on the alternate part of the paaaage. 
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Pooled ^eereon product-moment correlation coefficients of the 
t se ch ermedo tests wtth the random deletion doze toots for sech 
grade level were .55 (M^1) at tfc^cKjrth-g^ 
.001) tt the aixthgrade level. A cloze test score of 46 percent at the 
fourth-grade level and a score of 39 percent at the sixth-grade level 
were equivalent to 75 percent on the teacher-made test for the 
respective levels. Reliability coefficients on the twelve cloze tests 
rangsd from .70 to .86. The Spearman-Brown Prophecy Formula 
indicated the least possible number of cloze test items with a 
reiebifty of .70 would have been 19. 

A 10 percent random deletion cloze test was moderately valid and 
KSfiabla. Mean scores were equivalent to those obtained with tests 
beeod on an every-fifth-word deletion without the variability inherent 
in nth deletion cloze tests. Therefore, it is recommended that this 
does test fo rm* re ceive additional consideration ss a device for 
pnedt ct tog student s u c cess in reeding content area texts. 



DETERMINING THE ABILITY OF THE WASHINGTON P RE- 
COLLEGE TEST ENGLISH COMPOSITE SCORES AND HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADE POINT AVERAGE TO PREDICT COLLEGE 
ENGLISH GRADES AND OVERALL COLLEGE GRADE POINT 
AVERAGES AND IDENTIFYING VARIABLES THAT AFFECT 
WPCT COMPOSITE SCORES FOR STUDENTS AT EASTERN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY Order No. DA8510979 

Stephens, Cora Joan, Ed.3. Go/izaga UnivrsHy, 1984. 138pp. 
Chairperson: Sandra M. Wilson 

the purposes of this study were: first, to determine the extent to 
which the English Composite of the Washington Pre-College Test 
(WPCT) and the high school grade point average (HSGPA) were able 
to predict accurately college students' performance in college English 
and in college; and second, to determine H sex, age, end ethnicity 
effected achievement on the WPCT. 

The subjects were entering Eastern Washington University 
students during the fell quarter of 1980; the winter, spring, and fan 
quarters of 1981; and winter, spring, and fall quarters of 1982. A total 
of 1 ,818 students who were between the ages of fifteen and twenty 
years old when they took the WPCT was the target population. There 
were 851 male subjects and 985 female subjects. They were grouped 
by ethnic backgrounds including Black, Indian, Asian, Caucasian, 
Hispanic, and "Other." 

The findings of this research revealed that the WPCT English 
composite scores and HSGPA are significant predictors of Eng&sh 
grades and overall performance of freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors. However, the WPCT English composite end the HSGPA 
scores are weak predictors of success in English classes. The 
findings also revealed a significant relationship between the WPCT 
English composition scores and the variables of sex. age, and 
ethnicity. 

Recommendations for future study include (a) looking at the 
correlation between the WPCT English composite score and the high 
school English curriculum; (b) investigating the variables of ssx, age, 
and ethnicity as they relate to success in English classes; and 
(c) replicating the study at other Washington universities and 
college s to determine I similar results occur. 
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